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17,000 moro than lost year, and they ore
fJR.OOO morn than they were In tho year
ÎWTS under the Bowen assessment nnd
.£2,000 moro than they were In 1897 tinder
thfl second Gravely assessment

The Tobacco Interest
Mr. Baker In his inngnzl.no article lays

.great «tress upon what ho calls tho de¬
cline of the tobacco business and com¬

plains that tho American Tobnoco Com¬
pany, otherwise known ns tho trust, has
run out of business large numbers of
tobacco dealers nnd has In fact dono what
the farmers of Virginia In general nncî;
of tho tobacco section In particular Iipvoj
been trying to do over since the war,
knock out tho middle man. It Is true
that many mon who wore engaged In the
tobacco business, both leaf and manu-

fflctured, In the early day« are not now
In the business, nnd It Is true thnt the,
America« Tobacco Company buys more
tobacco and employs more men, and oc«

cuplés more buildings than any other
tobacco concern In Danville. ,11 is pos¬
sible that they do ha much business as;
.all the balance combined, but It Is not
true that they do all tho business.
The fuct Is thnt within the pnst low

3ear6 tho tobacco buslmss »¡is undergone'
nn evolution. It Is not conducted on tho
blow and onsy-going priticlp.es of the
olden time. For Instance: twenty to
twenty-five years ago, there wai, no such
thing known as steam drying of loaf to¬
bacco. It was dried nnd prepared for the
market by air processes. Tnat Is to say,
tobacco was hung on sticks In Inrgo brick
factories nnd drying-rooms and there It
hung for days, weeks nnd even months,
that it might bo dried nnd put In prop-v
order by the laws of nature. Vhnt has
been done away with, nnd now modem
Invention has brought Into vogue Hie
steam drying process, nnd costly machín- I
ery Is used in this process. i

The Evolution.
Tobacco Is bought on the warehous

floor to-day, run through the oteam dry
ing process to-morrow and the next da:
jackod Into hogsheads nnd ¿lioso hogs
heads rolled Into mnmniouth storng
warehouses, there to remain until the to
bacco Is marketed for use In ninnufac
ture. Many of the men who were engngci
In the tobacco business In Danville fron
a decade to twenty years ago were, t<

put It mildly, rather hidebound. The}
refused for one renson and another tr

udopt the new methods, or, in otboi
words, declined to "evoiute" with the
evolution, nnd na a natural consequence
they could- not keep up with the band
¦wagon and wero forced out of business.
Others, who bad made money In the
tobacco business, desired to embark In
other lines, withdrew their capital :rom
tobacco and Invested It In other Indus¬
trial directions. Among theso wero Hie
Bchoolflelds, who went Into the cotton

.manufacture; tho Boatwrlghts, who wont
into furnlturo manufacturing, and othjrs
who went In other Unes, new to Danville.
But there wero men engaged In the to¬
bacco business in Danville who Joined
In the procession, kept up to date, evolved
"with the evolution, and they are to-day
successfully conducting tho tobacco bus¬
iness along tho new lines, andere making
money hand over'fist. Among these may
be mentioned tho Penns, the Dlbrells,
Dixon, Moseloy, Perktnson, the Mondes,
\£waln, Wyilie, the Williamsons, the
Gnavelys, Avcrott, Anderson, Bontwrlght
and numbers of others.
There was sold on the leaf tobacco mar¬

ket last year 38,049.050 pounds of leaf
tobacco for tho sum of $3,251,633.fi«, or

$8.66 per hundred pounds. In addition,
the dealers and manufacturers handled
8,924 hogsheads of tobacco, consigned to
them direct from other markets, and
that did not pass through tho warehouses.
This, added to the above figures, makes
the sales of leaf tobacco In Danvlllo for
the last tobacco year very nearly 60,000,-
000 pounds, and the money paid for tho
same somewhere In the neighborhood of
84,000,000. Becauso of the short crop
throughout the tobacco belt, tho sales
this tobacco year, whlcOi closes August
81st, will be two or throe million pounds
less, but the prices paid so far are $1.05
per hundred hUjher than last year.

Those Deserted Factories.
The empty and deserted factories upon

.which Mr. Baiter lays so much stress,
as can readily bo seen, are duo to the
evolution In the Imslnesa, and not to any
decrease in the toVincco business dono in
Danville. The oldrtlmo, or drying, fac¬
tories are simply out of date. They are

gradually being toni down, and modem,
up-to-date factories put In their places,
The two widow ladles who own the

ruins pictured in Mr. Baker's article have
»Iready contracted with builders to' erect
a magnificent brick sttorage warehouse on

¦the aforesaid ruins; the firm of Dlbrell
Brothers is erecting on the nest block
another large storage warehouse, and
only five days ingu,,tlio' American Tobacco
Compuny let k contract for the building
(up of an entire block, with two mam-,

moth storage warehouses and three up-to-
date factories, all of which will be

equipped with modern machinery to do
the tobacco business In the modern, up-
to-date way. This does not look as !f
tweeds wero growing In the streets of
Danville, or ns lf,t tho tobacco sido of

Danville ban icone ôr Intends to go to
the dogs.
t am not h»r» to defend the American

Tobacco Company or Iib bualnéss meth¬
ods, or to boost that Institution In any
way, shape, form or fashion, tt may
bo a grinding trust, for all 1 know, or It
may not be. Hut I have to-doy inter¬
viewed a number of Danville's cltl**ns,
and many of them pngngîd In the to¬
bacco btimnesi, and I have found only
one who would remove the American To-
bnceo Company from Danville if it wcro
in their powir. That ono was Mr. Adol-
I/hus Hlnes.
In a short talk with me, .lr. Hides

said: "1 care nothing abuut the rall-
rond freight rales. If some power won'd
remove the American Tobaieo Compiiny
nnd restore the old conditions I would
be perfectly willing for the railroads to
bdvance their freight rales 100 per cent.'

establishment said to me: "Instead *)f
growling about rntea and advertising our
disadvantages to the whole world, rriy
establishment Is pushing business. It pay*
better."

Industrial Evolution.
The /strongest complaint against the

ra'.lro.tvl company.and I continue to
maintain that Danville bas Just cause of
complaint.Is that tbo dlsorlmlnntt'.ifl
freight'rate prevents Danvlljo from doing
a wholesale business. lt_ Is worthy uf
remark right bore that at the very mo¬
ment Mr. Baiter was writing that miser¬
able article for McCluro.- Magazine
nnd wits being coached In It by some
Ill-advised Danville citizens, the morn¬
ing paper of Danville was publishing nn
article winch disproves protty much
everything tlt'at Mr. Boltfer wrote along
tríese lines. Tim article was headed

houses, «11 of which, wo believe, started
with small capital and have worked up
by energy and industry to a solid and
successful prosperity, Wo havo a' hard¬
ware concern that dropped the retail bus¬
iness some six or eight years ago, and
went slrlcly Into Joblng. Its sales for the
first year thereafter aniounted to $40,000.
Its «alee for the year now ending I»
íli»,00a ilt Is modernly equipped and
travels five men. These "nets show that
a general Jobbuig business can be done
from Danville,

. There Is no point in the citato that
offers a better opening for-ihc Jobbing
of shoos, dry goods, notions, drugs and
mill supplies than dues this city.
"Wo believe that either or nil of thexo

can be worked from Danvlllo on Just a»

good 'vnylng basis as from aiv ot'icr
place.' Dahvllle Is now fending out about
nfly live, Intelligent snkshien, These

RESIDENCE OF R. W. PEATROSS, TUST COMPLETED AT A COST OF $18.000.

Mr. Hlnes, It may be said, Is ono of the
old-time tobacco dealers rcl'rred t(
above, as refusing to "evolute'' with tlw
evolution. The passing out Horn the to¬
bacco business of so many mon once en¬
gaged in it and tho conîmuance therein
<ir others, Is simply tho old story ol
the survival of tho fittest. Mr. Hines
has not survived.

Tobacco Manufacturing.
It Is true that twenty-odd yarn ago

thero we.ro twenty-six factories engagea
in tho manufacturo of tobacco In Dun-
ville, and thero are now or.ly four out¬
side of-the American Tobacco Company,
and they aro called "Independents," but
Danville Is to-day handling more plug
and twist tobacco than It tila twenty
>ears ago. The four "Independents" re¬

maining in business, with the help of
unproved machinery and modern para¬
phernalia, are putting ou', quito 1,000,000
pounds of tho finished product, whereas
twenty-six Independents of twenty years
ago altogether did not.put out over 7,000,-
000, and all of those four independents
are making money and have no Idea of
being run out of tho business. Four
more or a dozen moro could do Just as

well If they would come In on up-to-Sato
lines.

It Ih claimed by this magazine article
that because of tho exorbitant frelgnt

.rates; Danville cannot do wholesale'mer¬
cantile business. There are In Danvlllo
nine wholesale groceries and six largo
retail establishments, which also do n

small wholesale business.
Successful Wholesalers.

These nine wholesale stores sold last
year between two and two find a quarter
million dollars' worth of ..g'p6ds;v they
traveled not less than twenty-live men,"
and they are nil mnklng- .money. It Is
true that some of them uro rather «small
concern«, operating on limited capital, and
it is true that their territory is con¬

tracted. When they go east ns fni w
Mecklenburg county, they meet Norfolk;
when they go north beyond Pittsylvnnia,
they moot Lynchburg, "and," said one of
these merchants to me, "wo meet Rich¬
mond everywhere." -Out south tiloso
wholesalers have a largor territory.
They sell goodB down In North Carolina

as far as Durham, In one direction, nnd
westward as far as Wllkes, Wuutaugn
nnd Yadkln counties. There .h here ulso
ono very large.wholesale hardware estab¬
lishment, which «ells goods In four Btatff.,
travels a number n." men and Ib making
money. Ono of proprietors of this

w.mmmtmwm***

Perfected Iron Folding Beds

Folding beds there are without number, but.the PER¬
FECTED is the only all-metal REGULATION IRON BED,
shown in cut, that is foldable. You simply push the mattress
and spring up from their usual flat position to an upright one,
then fold the head and foot-boards in front of spring, as though
they were two gates. Nothing could be simpler or stronger.

Prices, including fine National Springs, range from $10
to $30 each.

See our display.

419, 421 EAST B'ROAD ST.

Soie Agent for the Celebrated

Alaska Refrigerators.
"Be«t in the World."

hi n. m. K,»«invi »ii r> 1

whftt wo so long needed.fllvorslflèd In
terests,"

Other Industrie's.
That statement Is #|c. The timo wni

when Danvlllo did Absolutely nothlni
but deal In tobacco and do a retail mer¬
cantile business, now, as stated abovo
thero Is a big wholesale grocery buslnosf
dono here, and tho following Industriel
are In full blast nnd doing, well:
A factory that makes overall» and

sells them In twenty-eight States of this
Union; two furniture factories thnt sell
furniture throughout the South, in Mex¬
ico and In Cuba (ono of them,. ahlppec
only last week two enrlonds of tables
and desks to Cubn); two snah, blind am:

door factories nro doing a flourishing bus¬
iness, and Dnnvlllc-nmdo goods are going
In houses being erected all over North
nnd South Carolina, Wcsthrook's Foun¬
dry and Mnehlne Company aro simply
making money hand over list, making and
selling an tiripToved elevator.
These elovntors are being sold nnd

shipped as far West as öt. Louis, and
as far North as Boston, and nil over
the South. Another foundry company
docs a nlmmense local business, and n

vast deal of shipping. Tho Dahvlllo Knit¬
ting Mills conilne their efforts entirely
to high-grade goods,' and sell the bulk
of them In New York City. Tho Dan
Valley Flouring Mills, which, by tho
way, havo bought out the Piedmont Mills
In Lynchbúrg, sell their flour In thirteen
Stales, .The Virginia Hardware Com¬
pany'lias recently added to tholr estab¬
lishment a harness manufacturing de¬
partment, nnd within the last ten months
has sold throughout the South $30,000
worth of harness manufactured hern.
Other manufacturing Industries are soon
to be cstnbllHlied, and tho time Is not
far distant when Danvlllo will be the
equal of any city in tho South as a

manufacturing center.
Real Estate Increased Values.
Now. as to real estate vnlttos. For tho

¦post two years Danvlllo has been on a,
veritable real ostalo boom. The commla-
«loner of tho revenue and the real estate
agents nro my authority for the state¬
ment that no town In the State, or In
tho South, perhaps, has enjoyed a moro

rapid or irjore' healthy Increase in tho
value of real estate. This Is. especially
true as to tho residence section of the
city, Business property has kept fairly
good paco with tho residence section. It
would make this story too long to at¬
tempt to enumerate the half of the
transactions of tho past two years, to
show the rapid increase In values. Just
one caso will suffice. Five years ngo Mr.
T3. P. Snngstory bought a Main Street
store for his own uso as a Jewelry house.
tl-Ie paid for.lt the sum of Î8.200. Last
week he sold this property to Mr. ,T. W,
Hoswell, nn expert in real estate mnttern
and a large investor, for $15,000 cash.
,TuBt across the street another store, that
bIx years aço sold for }0,100, was bought
a few' week.», ago by Mr. A. C. Conway,
another investor, for Í17,d0ft.
Tu tho Residential section It is almost

Impossible to buy a lot on which to

RESIDENCE OF R.A.JAMES, DANVILLE, VA., JUST COMPLETED AT COST OF $15,000.

"Industrial Evolution at Danville," und,
after á suitable Introduction, read as
follows;
"Ten years Is a very short period in

tlin trial of evolution, yet a glance back¬
ward over that period will surprise and
startle even tho casual, and Inclined to
be, pessimistic observer.
"A brief referenco to economic fac¬

tors put In operation here during this
period, and some of them of quito re¬
cent origin, will be intcroHtlng and con¬
voy information which wo dare say many
of our citizen's do not now know. During
the lust ton year.s Danville has started,
in the manufacture of cotton goods 43,-
00S spindles, 1,008 looms, and pu,t to work
875 operatives. By July Jut of this year
this now plant will be exactly double,
making a total of Sti.OJO spindles, 3,212
looms, and ],750 operatives, to which Is
to be added 78,000 spindles, 2,053 looms,
and 1,650 operatives in operation prior
to this period, making a grand total of
109,970 spindles, 5.SU5 looms, und 3,300 ope¬
ratives, with an annual pay-role of ?91!0,-
000 and doing a business of $1,600,000 a

year, touring Ihls period Dauvlllo men
have put In operation a plant which
manufactures punts, coats, shirts and
overalls, putting out from 25,000 to 30.0C0
dozens por your, employing JiiO operatives,
and docs a business of $100,000 annually.
During this period Dnnville men huvo
started a knitting factory which cm-

ploys 135 operatives and jiuts out 136,-
000 dozen« of Its product annually, and
we are informed by tho presidents of
these, respectivo enterprises that the ca¬
pacity of both will be practically doubled
in tin- Immediate future.
"During this period Danville men have

built and equipped a furniture factory
which employs eighty skilled mon, puts
out 10/'oo finished pieces, and docs a

business of $135,000 per uíinúni. The pro-
ducts of these factories go Kast, West,
North und South, und luto Mexico. Wo
were really surprised to leurn that every
mm of these concerns ship goods hito
New York city. They aro equipped with;
latest improved machino* for their re¬

spective work and some of tliom ßo won¬

derfully iiutonuitlc that we can but stand
and marvel at u budget of Inorganic mat¬
ter so nearly approaching human reason.

Jobbing Business.
'Ill a mercantile **.'">' we will only speak

of what bus, ami Is being dune in a

ilileily jol/Mng way and wo mention these
only in order to point out where, In our
opinion, we inny largely Increase this,
branch of the city's coHiiheroe and at
the käme time \n helpful in establishing
a prestige for this city as-a general Job¬
bing center. Tho geiu.-nil merchant In
our territory, when lie goes to market
wants a general'mixture of goods, and hu
Ik apt to mo to the elly in which there nie
j»l«bci-s currylnjs every line lie wants. Wfl
nuw bttye u number gf, wholeaulu grocery

men can. not. do their work and stlcccec
without advertising Danville whOrevc-,
they go, and If this bo true, suppose w(
were to double the number.what must
be the result? Furthermore', the son
work of every enterprise to which wi

have referred is to bring"money Into the
city thut would not otherwise come bore,
The up-to-date Idea now iß 'to got 01
make the goods and go after ijuhiiiow.
It seems to us that there la a'good open¬
ing for a live, intelligent colonizing and
labor agency here. Thero le a demand
for labor of all kinds, and It brings a

good price.
"Wo have not touched upon our mu n

industry.Tobacco. It would nil a'whole
column for a meager recital of what is

doing In that line.
"And now, Just one more reference to

an Institution which we enn not ñamo

municipal, Industrial or socini, Lut It Is
decidedly beneficial, and that Is our com¬
mercial association. It Is now firmly bs-

liibllslied, out of debt, with assets to tho
amount of $1,000'; its president In broaii
und wide-awake; its secretary, energetic
and efficient, and Its dirocloiy composed
of the best business men of tho city, It
deserves the support and encouragement
of every loyal and progressive man in

tho city. In view of this récitai of facts,
i.'iui any man remain pesslmlHtic and fmi
to see. Industrial evolution goln_ on in

DanvllluV" ,

Bank Statements.
There Is nothing that furnishes a better

barometer ll1 Indicate the business of a

town than itn bank statements and its

poBtOITlce statistics, There nre six char-
«-red banks In Oiinvlllo, that under the
low have to publish, statements every
now and liten, and one private hank. hut
<1oes not publish statementH, but doe? 3

very large business.as large us nny
other ono bunk In the town. According
in tlm published niutemeut of these char¬
tered hanks, on May 7, lOOfl, the deposits
were f£10,000. Tho published, statement on

April -'I- 1001. five your* )ut':r. show,, the
deposits to have been ÎJ.532,<»0. On April
6. 1900, ton years from the first ^Internent,
the deposits were Î?, 7-12,(100. Of these de¬
posits, over $200,00») were In saving» bunk»,
placed I horn In muhII poms« hV working
mid salaried men, and .vet Mr. Halter
insists that Irj Danvlllo only o few Hell
folk.» aro making money.
Tho business of the postónico 'hns In-

creased from $20,000 In 1S0S to $37,000 for
the postal yiiir ending March «1, 1000,
Speaking or tho Arnciii-nn Tobacco

Company running other awn out of too
lobiiccvi business, a cltftsen of Danville,
muí a tobacco dealer, In talking with me,
said: "I think the American Tobacco
Company ha» been a blessing In disguise
to Danville, If hoe forced koiiic of our
men out of the tobáceo busliips.s, pausing.
them to iavi-tit their capital ¡n other Hues.
vi iiidui:ti'y. 'i'livrufoie, wo have liera

build, so rapid has been the bulidlng for
the past two years,
'.More handsome residences hnve been

erected hi Danville within the past two
years than In any ten years of Its previ¬
ous history." Bo spoke Mr. Anderson,
tho commissioner of the revenue. There
are only four vacant lots on Main Street,
nnd only one of those Is for sale. The
yiresent owners of tho others are going
to build on them houses for their own
occupancy.two of them are to bo erected
this summer and tho other next year.

Municipal Prosperity.
There Is ho city In tho United States

¦whoso municipal affairs are in better
«shape. Danville has the best-paved
streets of any city of Its size It has over
been my pleasure to visit, and $50,000 more
Is being expended In this-direction this
year, The city owns Its water-works,
gas-works nnd electric lighting plant, and
runs them In the Interest of the people
The following is a statemont of the
value of lha city's property, made to tho
.Council by tho Financé Committee De¬
cember 1, IflOl. Tho ofllcers of tho city
imost familiar with the subject tell mo
that I mny safely add 20 pur cent. |ncrca¡j0to every Hern In the statement, exceptthat of the bonded délit:
Public buildings nnd real estate, $130,700Publio parks. bb.oooPublic bridges. llfl.OOOPublic schools._,. 73,000Public cemeteries.,'. 42,000Fire Department. 35,000Wnter Department.,., sso.tioo
Gas Department. 108,070ISltsctrlo Light Department, in¬
cluding water power property, 112,1(10

Public streets nnd sidewalks,
pu ved and unpavod. 293,000

Public sewerage system. 72,000
ISqulpmeiit for street work, &c, 6,000

JSstlmntod value of franchises
of municipal plants!

Water .,'.,,.,..;.$125,000
Gas. 100..J0O

jSJleotrlo light. 00,000
-1. 285,000

$1,1382,4110
Present bonded InclobtediieBS-$1,200,500

Big Money in It.
I have boi'ii reliably Informed that

Danville, can sell at nny moment slio
wishes her water works, gas works nnd
electric-light plant, with the franchises
to go with them, for »2,000,000 cash, poi-
liups more but has no Idmi of even oil
tertnlning a bid. Tho bonded iVbt of the
city Is jl,2llÛxOQ9. Thus It can be seiïn Hint
tho cltv can sell tlieso thrco properties
with tho franchisa» for enough''Money
to pay off hor (uitlrp debt and have
noiwlv'-, thi'üo-riuiirlers of a million dol¬
lars 'left In tho trensuiy. 1 must' say
thHt noes not look like Danville Is tho
dead town Mr. Baiter -would nave the
readers of McClurc'a Muías! ni bellev.< It

I said In the outset, that I was not

CASINO
IDLEWOOD

All This Week.
Mats. Wednesday and Saturday

Usual Prices
AMERICA'S PREMIER VENTRILOQUIST,

ED. F. REYNARD,
AND HIS FAMOUS MECHANICAL FIGURE8.

BARRY AND HALVERS,
- ",

GRIFF BROTHERS,
MISS EMILIE BENNER,

PHIL STAATS,
THE CAMERAGRAPH NEW MOTION. PICTURES.

SPECIAL ADDED ATTRACTION,

MISS KITTY TRANEY,
AND HER WONDERFUL TRAINED PONY AND DOQS.

Reserved Sent Sale.Branch Alltn't and Miller's Drug Store.

IDLE VYOÖD« SPOT IN RICHMOND
DIRECTION.JAKE WELLS.

FREE ATTRACTION ALL THIS WEEK,

BLANCHE SLOAN,
DARING QUEEN OF MIDAIR.
TWO PERFORMANCES DAILY.

A FUN FEAST FOR EVERYBODY.
SEATS FOR THOUSANDS.

AN IDEAL PLACE FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION.
FINE PICNIC GROUNDS.

WONDERFUL ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL AMUSEMENT DEVICE8.

TWO BAND CONCERTS TO-DAY
sent here by The Tlmes-Dlflpnich to C.
fend the railway company or tho Am»
can Tobacco Company or tho colt-
mills, all of which have conic In for
share of the abuse Mr, Baker heaps up>
things In general, but I think a ft
words ought to be said In. justice to i
three.. '

The great complaint.tho one oomplal
ngalnst the railway.Is that It glv
Lynchburg.a better rate than ti glv
Danville. Tho railway company h
claimed that It cannot give Danville,
non-competltlve town, the same rote
a competitivo point; that to do so wot
be suicidal, and the courts have decid
that the railway company Is Justifiai
In Its action. But the Southern h
given Danville everything clso it ask
for. For Instance, Danville has the be;
most substantial and handsomest depn-
both passenger and freight, to be foui
anywhere on tho Southern road bctwe'
Washington and Atlanta.

Low Tax Rates.
The American Tobacco Company hi

favored DnnvlIU in very many ways, a«
Up buildings and storings have add«
Immensely to the taxable, values of 11
city. The company used to stor« mo
of it« stottff after It was bought and pi
In hogsheads In Lynchblirg; Now
has marie Danville Its storing point. Tl
company not only stores hero nil tho Tei
tobacco It buys on this market., but.
now erecting tn-Q tremendous war
houses In which to store goods bei
bought on other markets. Mind you,
Is going to have tobacco shipped bei
over a "discriminating road" from othi
points, stored here until It is needed
their big factories and then reshlp I
In the meantime that stored stock
listed here for taxation. Why do th*
do this? Simply because tin» Dnnvil
tax rate Is. $1.40 on the hundred dollat
worth and In Lynchburg It Is $LG5. 7
save 25 cents, then. In taxes, tho Amer
can Tobacco Company shakes Lynohbur
as a storing point and takes tip Da'nvlll<
and tills In finite of th0 fact that thei
Is a ! discriminating freight rate to bo
¦up against; <

The Company Store. *.

The Dan River Cotton Mills Compani
which Is a big branch of the Rlvorsld
Mills, come In for a fair share of abus
by Mr. Baker.- jïe wrote as follows:
"Looked nt from the- money poln* o

view, the cotton mills of Danville are
wonderful success; they pay big profit
to their owners. But these cotton mill
nlso employ nren and. women at loi
wages nnd work them long hours. Chll
dren by hundreds swarm In the mllb
getting no opportunity for educatlor
their physical nnd moral nnd Intellectun
vitality stunted and sapped before the
come of age. Vet tljese children are th
future citizens wiio will help goveri
the country; and this, is the trnlnlni
which society permits them to obtain
At tho company's new mill, which I
just outside the olty of Danville, ther
exists not only the familiar abuses o
child and woman labor, through Ion;
hours nt low pay, tout tho employes llv«
In coianany houses, and trnde at th'
company's truck store. After poylni
rent to tho compnny and grocery bill
at tho company's store, these workm'ei
rarely see nrucli cash."
This Is absolutely untrue. The mills d<

not employ any child under twelve yenri
of age. The working hours nro ten, no
ns long ns some other Southern coltoi
mills. A county public school has beet
operated at the mills, the company do
natlng to the county tho ground npor
which the Pchool-house was built anr
contributing some cash to make It f

better building than the county was
willing to erect The county 'ran thr
school this year the usunl term ami
then the compony paid the teachers tholt
salaries to carry tho.school on,a month
longor. The record shows that It wa«
th« best attended school In-the city.
There Is a general store near thé mills.

It Is a- stock company nnd all- of the
stockholders are rilso stockholders In the
cotton mil), hut all of th« stockholders
In the mil) nro not stockholders In the
store compnny. To nil Intents and pur¬
poses they nro two sepnraln and distinct
establishments. Mr. Overby, who con¬
ducts the store, showed mo his books
for the two weeks encompassed by Hie
fallacious slntemflnt of Mr. Bnk^r. For
thnt (wo weeks the pnv-rolls of the mill
were J9.847.SO. The orders rrlven on the
store diirlmr that two weeks amounted
to $02.45. These orders were given to
new hands who had come In to work
nnd had no means to support their
families between the time they cam-
inenoed work nnd th/. first pay dny,
which comes only once In two, week«.
This much, I think, ought to be'snld In
Justice to tho people who conduct the
mills.

Sources of Information.
In conclusion, I want to say the

crea 1er portion of the Information as to
Danville's prosperity upon which I have
built this article, was obtained from tho
very mwn who guvo Mr, Baker tho dole¬
ful story he printed In McCluro's. They
did not know that it was my purpose to
make reply lo Mr. Baker- It can be
icndlly seen that they told ino a very
different story. There Is nmplo evidence
op every hnnd that I hoy told mo the
truth. Thn real evidence Is that the men
thomselves-tho kickers, 1 mean.are
making money and prospering.

1 ha\'e been hero two days, and one
thing I havo tried to ascertain Is yet a

mystery to me, Tlpit is, l cannot And
out how Intelligent business mon could
have niado such a blunder ns to send
for a magazine writer to como here and
write up Danvlllo before the world ns a
dcntl town when (he fact Is, that It is
to-day one of the llvest |own« In tho
fitnto of Virginia nnd is us prosperous
ns nny town of Its .s-lno In tho country.
They say hero Hint two or three men
thought it was one of the way» to con¬
tinue the fight ngalnst the Southern Bull-
way. I havo heard of "biting off your
nose to Bplto your face," hut this looks
to me like cutting off one's whole head
to splto somebody else's nose,
The McClura article Is n slander.

nothing inore, or less.
. FRANK S. WOODSON,

RICHMOND II ÏHE
GROCERY THADE

(Continued From First Page.)

nnd shipped direct from the placo of pur¬
chase to their larger customers, and
these, of course, don't figure on tho rail¬
road books In Richmond, nor do tho good«
sold to city retailers and delivered ta
them by drays. This city trado Is of It¬
self an Immense business.
Nearly all of the salt in sacks, ninety

per cent, of tho tobacco, half of tho
sugar and molasses In barrels, an Im¬
mense quantity of the fruits and canned
goods, possibly half of tho laundry soapsi
and many other heavy goods handled by
the Richmond Jobbers aro shipped dlrec«
fiom tho factories to their customers and
come under the head of "drop shipments."
Tho Richmond Jobbers sell to nil tho

retailers In tho city and Manchester, and
thnt business alone, which does not ap¬
pear on the railroad books, is something
that would startle the old-timer who
knows only of the ancient days when're¬
tailers did not buy of borne Jobbers.

Natural Advantages.
As in meats, as in dry good?, as In,

bpots and shoes, so In groceries. Rich¬
mond Is the distributing ponu.the "gate¬
way" for tho .whole South and South¬
west, and enjoy» advantages that no

conipetlng-market can overvomc., its po¬
sition at tho head of navigation on the
old James-River, with all the advantages
of salt water transportation, give tho
grocery Jobber advantages over hi*
Southern competitor that tho buyer for
the retail trade I« bound to see and ep-
piórlate. Richmond has tho some rates
from the Pacific coast that Chicago vhas,
that New York has, and better than
Boston, nnd the products of the great
Irult farms and canneries of California
and of all the farm* and factories of the

j great "West ara laid down at the door
of tho Richmond Jobber at the tu.inc rata

at which they reach Chicago, Cloveland.
Cincinnati and Now York.
This Is known as tho eastern classifi¬

cation rato, and no market south of Rich¬
mond gets It. Of course tho customers of
tho Richmond Jobbers reap this benefit.
Richmond also gets a better rate from
manufacturing points In "Western-New
York than New York city does.

Fruits and Canned Goods.
California fruits, both boxed and can¬

ned, and the canned fruits, meats, pickles,
preserves, cereals nnd breakfast foods,
syrups, soaps and. thousands of dfher
things that come from" tho great West
come to Richmond for distribution
throughout the South and Southwest be¬
cause of tho exceptional advantages Rich¬
mond enjoys both In incoming and out¬

going freights and in quick transporta¬
tion.
Richmond has distributed more Cali¬

fornia fruits, both, fresh nnd canned,
wlthüv the past ye-ar than any othes
Scutbern market. This, like the roast¬
ing of coffoo is a growing business, and
one of the many modern up-to-dnte lines
that tho Richmond Jobbers havo tafcen
hold of to take tho place of nails, meats,
hogshead molasses, rolls of sole leather
and somo other bulky shipments that
used to so delight the eyo of the«¿>ld-
tlmer.
The army of Richmond drummers "tint

go out from the twenty-odd grocery
houses to sing Richmond's commeiclal
praises, sell tho goods mentioned nbova
in nineteen States of this glorious Union,
and the drummers from other towns in
tho South confess that when they bon .

up against a Richmond grocciy proposi¬
tion they nro simply not In It.thoy can¬
not competo.
Tho wholesale grocery business is grow¬

ing dally nnd there is no telllnt, to wn<n
extont It will grow within the next two
years. Certain It Is, if it kef>,.s up *:«
present gait, computing mnrk<".:s will havo
to go out of the business pretty soon.

Follow the wlsfl few rather thnn the
vulgar many..From tho Italian,

Bewnro of tho fury of a patient man..
Dryden.

ANNOUNCEMENT.
The ARGO Red Salmon demonstration

will be given at M. C. Bronddus, Elev¬
enth nnd Hull Strcots, Manchester, on tha
1811), 10th nnd 20th.Monday, Tuesday and
"Wednesday. Through a mlstnko this wni
announced for tho. 11th, 12th and 13th.
All are cordially Invited.

CASTOR IA
For .Infante and Children,

The Kind You Have Always Bought
Boars the

Signature of

THE RIGHT ROAD TO BUFFALO
LITHIA SPRINGS, VA.. SOUfH-

ERN RAILWAY.
On nnd after Juno 18th, leavo Rich*

liinnd 7:00 A, M., due Chuso City 10:11 A.
M. Buffalo Llthla Springs 12:35 noon.
Convenient schedules returning. Excur¬
sion tickets now, on sale. ,


